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Califoria Arts Council
Arts In Corrections 
Program

Presented by Ayanna Kiburi, CAC 
Deputy Director



Gratitude 
▷ Mariana Moscoso, Program Manager
▷ Jonathan Estrada, Program Analyst 
▷ Roman Sanchez, Program Analyst
▷ Stephanie Anderson, Program Manager
▷ Marybeth Barber, Program Manager 
▷ California Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation, Division of Rehabilitative 
Programs 
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Program Values
• People experiencing incarceration are 

deserving of dignity and respect.
• Policies should dismantle the root 

causes of incarceration.
• Community-based interventions reduce 

harm and make communities safer by 
replacing state-sanctioned systems of 
retribution and punishment.

• Individual and collective accountability 
for harm, and the healing of trauma, can 
create a more safe and just society for 
all. 3



“
With each arts engagement 

comes a new opportunity to tap 
an individual's creativity, 

illustrate their potential, and 
strengthen resolve.
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Program Scope
▷ Reimbursement from CDCR to 

CAC and a Memorandum of 
Understanding 

▷ From $2.5 million $8 million 
annually

▷ In all 35 adult institutions 
▷ Arts disciplines include visual; 

literary; media; performing; and 
cultural, folk, and traditional arts. 
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Structure 
▷ CAC Request for Proposals 
▷ 26 contracted Coordinating 

Organizations  (ensure arts instruction in 
all institution)

▷ Professional artists (provide the 
classes)

▷ Training Projects (for coordinating 
organizations in healing-centered best 
practices, race and equity, restorative and 
transformative justice, and strategic 
partnerships)

6



Response to 
COVID-19
▷ Reduced services (restricted access in the 

institutions)

▷ Coordinating Organizations supported 
Modified programming (distant learning 
curricula)

▷ New creative learning opportunities

▷ https://youtu.be/4RpAxZ6VEsM
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“Involvement in the creative arts along with my faith 
were the two main things that got me through my 
incarceration. I experienced  personal growth and 

healing from the traumas that led me to prison. And 
also I found my path to offer some form of healing to 

those that I caused harm to. It’s all about 
transformation and it’s all about responsibility and 

being  accountable. 
–Dwight Krizman, Returned Resident 

9





Overview: Innovations in 
Government

CALIFORNIA
ARTS COUNCIL
Thursday July 28, 2022



Background
• 2017 CAC staff joined Government Alliance 

on Race and Equity (GARE) to advance the 
racial equity outcomes and practices.

• 2020 funding from Race Forward for GARE 
members.

• Fund Purpose: To fund government agencies 
to confront structural racism using arts and 
culture strategies to shift narratives in a more 
inclusive direction. 

https://www.racialequityalliance.org/
















 

 

 

 

Date: July 28, 2022 

To: Council Members 

From: Legislative Committee, Lilia Gonzáles-Chávez & Consuelo Montoya 

Re: Legislative Update 

 

The 2022-23 California Budget package signed by Governor Gavin Newsom and the 
Legislature provides the following: 

Cultural Districts: The budget includes $30 million one-time General Fund monies—to be 
spent over three years—to expand and support California’s Cultural Districts program, which 
celebrates the geographic and racial diversity of the state. The California Arts Council will also 
provide technical assistance. 

Literary arts programs: The budget includes $173,000 for the Arts Council to provide 
outreach and technical assistance to all 58 counties for literary arts programs, including the 
Poet Laureate, Youth Poet Laureate, and the Poetry Out Loud programs. 

Partnership with California Department of Parks and Recreation: The budget includes a 
$25 million one-time General Fund appropriation for the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation to create new California Cultural and Art Installations in the Parks program for state 
and local parks, in partnership with the California Arts Council. Installations will reflect local 
cultural heritages, connect the public to natural resources of state and local parks, and provide 
contemporary experiences to visitors. 

We expect the Budget Bill Junior(s) to be released sometime in August. These trailer bills will 
possibly contain items that impact the California Arts Council’s budget. 

SB 628  -  California Creative Workforce Act of 2021.   (Allen D) 

SB 628 enacts the California Creative Workforce Act of 2021, the to be operative upon 

appropriation by the Legislature of sufficient funding for its purposes. The purpose of the act is 

to establish creative arts workforce development as a state priority and to promote 

employment and "earn and learn," as defined, job training opportunities for creative workers, 

among other things. The bill requires the Arts Council, in collaboration with the California 

Workforce Development Board, to design the program pursuant to specified objectives. The bill 

requires the council to consult with local government, community nonprofit organizations, and 

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=vALNE0G873z%2bj%2b1Oe%2feep%2bfh%2fXYiKN4QDB3oRbCFd2g796WsDNMBUIY5raMyaxOJ
http://sd26.senate.ca.gov/
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educational institutions, among others, in this effort. The bill requires the council to adopt 

criteria, guidelines, and policies for the program, which would be exempt from the 

Administrative Procedure Act, and makes this information available to the public.  

Status: October 9, 2021-Approved by the Governor. Chaptered by Secretary of State. Chapter 

767, Statutes of 2021. 

Neither the 2021-22 nor the 2022-23 State Budget include specific investments in SB 628 that 

mandate that creative workforce development is a state priority. 

ACR 193  -  Museum Month in California.   (Bloom D) 

ACR 193 recognizes the essential role museums have in California as educational institutions 

and proclaims May 2022 as Museum Month in California.  

Status: Chaptered by Secretary of State- Chapter 87 

SB 543  -  State agencies: nonprofit liaison.   (Limón D) 

SB 543 would require a state agency, except as provided, that significantly regulates or 

impacts nonprofit corporations to designate a person to serve as a nonprofit liaison if the use 

of existing personnel and resources allows for performance of the duties of the nonprofit 

liaison. The bill would require the state agency to advertise the existence of the nonprofit 

liaison on the state agency’s internet website. The bill would establish the responsibilities of a 

nonprofit liaison, including responding to complaints by nonprofit corporations about the 

agency and assisting nonprofit corporations with complying with the state agency’s regulations 

and relevant statutes. The bill would prohibit the nonprofit liaison from advocating for or against 

the adoption, amendment, or repeal of a regulation, or intervening in a pending investigation or 

enforcement action.  

Status: June 29, 2022, set for first hearing in Appropriations. Placed on suspense file. 

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=MDwF%2bEmmwjcJ6ZuTCRs0Vei14FN6YVx%2bBcPAcyhl45sgo%2fYqx1egzwPrfW2xalSV
https://a50.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=askWvyScP%2fSoldARfWyCddkN%2fC685iFz6m%2bd9YUV%2flbeMpTSdZfOMGlo2k%2bmPuc0
http://sd19.senate.ca.gov/
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